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National Taxpayers Union Rates Istook in Top 15 percent of 
Most Fiscally Responsible Members of Congress 

 
 
 
 Washington, D.C. -- The National Taxpayers Union Foundation recently released its 
annual VoteTally rating members of Congress based on their 1995 votes to reduce government 
spending.  VoteTally ranked Rep. Ernest J. Istook, Jr. (R-Okla) in the top 15 percent of the most 
fiscally sound members of Congress.    
 
 Under the Taxpayer Union’s rating system, Istook voted in 1995 for $99.6 billion in cuts 
in federal spending.  This is more than 4 times the spending cuts actually approved by Congress 
($23 billion).  
 
 Istook commented, “We’re on the right track, but the White House and some in 
Congress are still blocking reform.  I know we can’t slam on the brakes and make a sudden 
stop without creating more problems, but we need to apply steady pressure.  Annual 
deficits have been around $200 billion a year, so what we’ve done so far still is not enough -
- but it is a start.”  
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